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Installation of Exterior Doors  

Here's what you'll need;  

Tools  

level, hammer, tape measure, caulk gun, and a screwdriver with phillips bit  

Materials  

Butyl caulk, wood shims, 16d finishing nails, 15 #8 screws, and 3 inches long foam/fiberglass insulation 

acrylic latex caulk  

All are readily available at your local building materials center.  

Prepare the rough opening  

Remove the new door assembly from the packaging. Check to see if  this door is the correct dimensions 

and matches your order exactly.  

Remove the existing door and frame down to the rough opening (if applicable).  

Check to see that the rough opening is plumb and that the subsill (the floor under which the door sill will 

rest) is level. Level the subsill if necessary by using a beveled board or shims. If the door must clear an 

unusually high floor surface such as very thick carpet, a spacer board may be necessary.  

The rough opening should be at least 1 inch wider and taller that the outside frame dimensions of the 

door system to be installed.  

Apply two generous beads of butyl caulk along the subsill an inch inside the front and rear edges of 

where the sill will be placed. Extend the caulk a couple of inches up the sides of the rough framing. Latex 

and acrylic caulk are not recommended for this step.  

Place the door into the opening. Put in the bottom first with the top facing outward toward you, then tilt 

the door into place.  

Center the door in the opening and shim the frame tightly in place at the very bottom of the rough 

opening.  

You have done well. This would be a good time to take a break and prepare for the next phase of 

installing your door.  

Square and secure the assembly  

Now that the door is roughly in place, shim the rest of the door frame as necessary to hold it in place. 

During this step, place shims on the hinge side of the door behind any hinge attachment points in the 

door frame. You will be permanently attaching the door to the rough opening at these points later.  

Adjust the shims and frame assembly until the jamb on the hinge side of the door is plumb in both 

directions. There should be a constant gap (about 1/8 inch) between the jamb and the edge of the door.  
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After making these adjustments, temporarily nail the door in place through the hinge jamb near the hinge 

locations with 16d finishing nails . Do not drive the nails all the way in.  

Remove any shipping braces from the door, then open and close it to test its operation. It should operate 

freely.  

From outside the house with the door closed, make sure there is an even contact between the door face 

and the weather-stripping attached to the frame opposite the hinge jamb. Make any adjustments if 

necessary by adjusting the jamb in or out at the top or bottom.  

From inside the house with the door closed, examine the edges of the door. Adjust the lock-side jamb 

until there is an even gap (about 1/8 inch) all around between the door edges and the faces of the 

jambs.  

Install a solid shim behind the lock strike location.  

Permanently secure the jambs. Begin with 3 inch screws driven through the shims at the hinge locations 

on the hinge jamb. Continue around the door, securing the remaining jambs with screws or nails driven 

through shims.  

It is important that the screws or nails be installed through the shims to prevent distorting the door frame 

by putting pressure against an unsupported area. Check the door occasionally as you perform this step to 

assure that the door assembly remains properly adjusted. Install screws through the shim at the lock 

strike location.  

We are almost there, just one more thing to do. 

 

  

Finish it off  

Insulate around the edges of the door frame with loosely packed fiberglass insulation or low-expansion 

foam.  

Install the interior trim. Caulk all joints and intersections of the trim and brickmold, particularly along the 

joints where the brickmold meets the exterior wall, with paintable caulk. Finally, install the weatherstrip 

at the base of the door if necessary.  

There you have it, you're done. Take a moment or two and stand back to admire your handiwork. 

Beautiful isn't it and what makes it even more special, is that you did it yourself.  

 

 


